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1 Peter 4:7-11
7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. 8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins."  9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Saints, we are a People of Purpose. That perfect purpose is the Will of God. In this message we will point out the purpose of our Christian walk and learning to live our lives according to God's Word.

1. A People of Prayer

1 Peter 4:7 
"But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers"

Matthew 26:36-46
36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, "Sit here while I go and pray over there." 
37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 38 Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me." 39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will." 

40 Then He came to the disciples and found them asleep, and said to Peter, "What? Could you not watch with Me one hour? 41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done." 43 And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. 

44 So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then He came to His disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand." 

Romans 12:1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 

Saints, God’s people can take their weapons of prayer, fasting and seeking God to bring revival to the world. But when we come to busy the enemy renders us useless!

Saints God is calling His Church to pray more than ever before! Things are about to change. God is showing us signs in the heavens and in our climate.
2 Chronicles 7:14 
"If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land"
 
Saints, arguments, worrying, anxiety, fear, unbelief and doubt never settle things, but prayer changes things. Nothing makes us love our enemies as much as praying for them. A small boy asked his parents, "I’m going to pray now--do you need anything?" 

An important part of praying is a willingness to be a part of the answer. If we pray in times of victory, we will not need to plead in times of defeat.

Saints, bending our knees in prayer keeps us from breaking under the load of care. Prayer is not a way of getting what we want, but the way to become what God wants us to be. 

Spiritual growth soars up when we have prayed up, made up, and said up. 

Saints, prayer less pews make powerless pulpits. Prayer is the breath of the soul; without it you will turn blue.

2. A People of Worship! 

Romans 12:2 
"And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God"
 

1 Chronicles 16:29 
Give to the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come before Him. Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! 

John 4:23-24
23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 
 
Saints, we must make Jesus Lord of our lives. Since we fight for the liberty to worship, shouldn't we take the advantage of the liberty we do have to worship Him?

Saints, when we truly recognize Jesus’ kingship, we’ll give him our worship. A person may be worthy of admiration, but Christ alone is worthy of all adoration. When we submit to Jesus’ lordship, we’ll give him our worship. 

Saints, it is possible to be so active in the service of Christ as to forget to love him. The word worship is a shortened form of the old word:

"Worthship, which means showing God the worth he holds in your life"
 
Fellowship with a holy God will produce holy living.

3. A People of Love




John 13:34-35
34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 
 
Saints, we must give the world a new picture of Jesus. We must let our light shine and that light is love.

Matthew 5:16
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven"
  
Saints, listen to this true story:

In the French revolution, a young man was condemned to the guillotine and shut up in one of the prisons. He was greatly loved by many, but there was someone who loved him more than all the others put together. 

That one was his own father, and the love he bore his son was proved in this way: when the lists were called, the father--whose name was exactly the same as the son’s--answered to the name, and the father rode in the gloomy tumbrel out to the place of execution, and his head rolled beneath the axe instead of his son’s, a victim to mighty love. 

4. A Prophetic People

Matthew 5:13-16
13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men" 

14 "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden" 15 "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house" 16 "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven" 

Saints, we must position ourselves to be a prophetic voice to our generation. We may not know the future but we know who holds the future. Amen!

5. A People of Faith

Hebrews 11:1-2
1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.
 
Saints, we must walk in faith where no one else has walked.

Show that you care. A young boy, on an errand for his mother, had just bought a dozen eggs. Walking out of the store, he tripped and dropped the sack. 

All the eggs broke, and the sidewalk was a mess. The boy tried not to cry. A few people gathered to see if he was OK and to tell him how sorry they were. 

In the midst of the words of pity, one man handed the boy a quarter. Then he turned to the group and said, "I care 25 cents worth. How much do the rest of you care?" 
 


James 2:14-18
14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
  
Saints, faith is an area where growing up means we must become more like a child. 

Faith is the vitamin that makes all we take from the Bible digestible and makes us able to receive it and assimilate it. If we do not have faith, we cannot get anything.

Hebrews 11:6
"But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him"

6. A People of Holiness

Hebrews 12:14
"Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord"

Saints, we need to learn to discipline our walk with Christ by faith!





Hebrews 12:1-2
1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Saints, Paul was a perfect example of striving for Holiness and Perfection in Christ Jesus!

Colossians 3:12-15
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 

14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 

7. A People of Mercy and Forgiveness

Saints, one of the hardest attributes to truly adhere to in which Jesus demonstrated on the cross was His Mercy and Forgiveness!





Luke 23:32-34
33 And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left. 34 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." 

Titus 3:4-6
4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior...

Saints, here's how God looks at this condition of our own hearts and will which is pride in its self!

Mark 11:25-26
25 "And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. 26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses."

Saints, we are commanded and compelled to forgive a brother or sister especially those of the same faith over and over again!

Matthew 18:21-22
21 Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.


Saints our life has purpose and meaning! Believe we are a people of purpose. That perfect purpose is the Will of God. Just remember the purpose of our Christian walk is learning to live our lives according to God's Word. Amen!

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!  

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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