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John 6:22-40
22 On the following day, when the people who were standing on the other side of the sea saw that there was no other boat there, except that one which His disciples had entered, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with His disciples, but His disciples had gone away alone-- 23 however, other boats came from Tiberias, near the place where they ate bread after the Lord had given thanks—

24 when the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, nor His disciples, they also got into boats and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 25 And when they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to Him, "Rabbi, when did You come here?" 26 Jesus answered them and said, "Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. 

27 Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him." 28 Then they said to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?" 29 Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent." 



30 Therefore they said to Him, "What sign will You perform then, that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written, 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.' " 32 Then Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 

33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." 34 Then they said to Him, "Lord, give us this bread always." 35 And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe. 

37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. 

40 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day." 

22 On the following day, when the people who were standing on the other side of the sea saw that there was no other boat there, except that one which His disciples had entered, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with His disciples, but His disciples had gone away alone-- 23 however, other boats came from Tiberias, near the place where they ate bread after the Lord had given thanks—

24 when the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, nor His disciples, they also got into boats and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 25 And when they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to Him, "Rabbi, when did You come here?" 

Saints, at some point during the day, several boats arrived from Tiberias. Though it is not stated, the implication is that the crowds may have heard of Jesus’ whereabouts from someone on the boats. 

So people from the crowd used those boats, which were probably going to head back across the sea toward Tiberias anyway, to cross to Capernaum to search for Jesus.

26 Jesus answered them and said, "Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. 27 Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him." 

Saints, the crowd, being satisfied once by what Jesus had done for them, wanted to see what else Jesus could do for them (maybe he’d provide more free meals?). 

But they did not realize what the miracle actually revealed to them. Jesus refused to encourage them in their desire for the material satisfaction he could provide. His beginning response in effect was, 

“You were so intent on being fed that you haven’t yet seen who provided the food.” 

The people may not have known it, but their needs went much deeper. Jesus’ signs were given to reveal that he could meet those deeper needs.

Thus, Jesus told them: 

“Spend your energy seeking the eternal life that I, the Son of Man, can give you.” 

The bread that fills the stomach, whether produced by a miraculous sign or made at the bakery, is not spiritual or eternal. 

Jesus was saying that the people should not be following him because he provided free bread, but because he provides spiritual “bread”-bread that can give them eternal life. 

He wanted the people to look to him as the one who could provide the food that endures to eternal life. 

He himself is that food. By coming to him and receiving him by faith they would partake of the Bread of Life. That is why God the Father sent him.

28 Then they said to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?" 29 Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent." 

Saints, the crowd missed Jesus’ words about how he would give the food that lasts for eternal life. So they asked, 

“What does God want us to do?” 

Jesus gave a straightforward answer: 
“This is what God wants you to do: Believe in the one he has sent.” 

The only “work” God requires from us is to believe in his Son. But for some reason, we feel better somehow “earning” God’s favor rather than accepting it as a gift. 

Eternal life is a gift; it cannot be earned; the only work to be done is to believe in Jesus.

30 Therefore they said to Him, "What sign will You perform then, that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written, 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.' " 

Saints, amazingly, the crowd then asked Jesus to do a miraculous sign if he wanted them to believe in him. 

The crowd had just seen the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves, but they wanted more-not just one day’s supply of bread, but a guarantee of continuous supply. 

Their argument was that their ancestors ate manna in the wilderness-which, of course, was available every day for nearly forty years. 

And they cited their Scriptures, quoting 

Exodus 16:4
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you. And the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not.
Psalm 78:24-25
24 Had rained down manna on them to eat, And given them of the bread of heaven. 25 Men ate angels' food; He sent them food to the full. 

A Midrash (Jewish commentary) on Exodus 16:4 says that just as the former redeemer (Moses) caused manna to descend from heaven, so also the latter Redeemer will cause manna to descend. They expected this from Jesus if he was the Messiah.

32 Then Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." 

Saints, Moses hadn’t performed the miracle, the Father had. And the God who gave the manna to the Israelites for forty years now gives the true bread from heaven-Jesus. 

Just as the Israelites ate manna every day, so God provides the true bread of God for daily sustenance. 

God had given them his Son-the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world-as the true heavenly bread to meet their daily spiritual needs. 

The present tense indicates the continual supply.

34 Then they said to Him, "Lord, give us this bread always." 35 And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 

Saints, the Jews did not grasp that Jesus spoke about himself as the Bread of Life; they wanted a daily supply of physical bread, saying, 

“Give us that bread every day of our lives.”

Like the woman at the well who asked Jesus to give her the living water so she wouldn’t be thirsty again, this crowd wanted what Jesus could give so their lives could be made easier. 

They missed the point. So Jesus told them directly, 

“I am the bread of life.” 

If people wanted this bread, they must come to Jesus and believe in him. When Jesus used the words “I am,” he was pointing to his unique, divine identity. 

In essence this statement says, 

“I the Lord God am here to provide you with everything you need for your spiritual life.” 

Saints, for Jesus to say he is the Bread of Life is for him to say, 

“I am the sustenance of your life.” 

Just as bread supplies our bodies with strength and nourishment, Jesus, the true Bread from Heaven, had come to strengthen and nourish his people, so that they would never be hungry again and never thirst.

36 But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe. 
Saints, according to some manuscripts, the reading is: 

“You have seen me.” 

This emphasizes that the crowds had seen Jesus, the very Bread of Life, standing before them, and yet they had not believed in him. Other manuscripts read, 

“You have seen and still you do not believe.” 

This emphasizes that the crowds had seen the miracles Jesus did and still they did not believe. 

They had not only seen but eaten the multiplied bread and fish, but they resisted the necessary conclusion that he was divine.

37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. 

Saints, the Father gives this collective group to the Son 

John 17:1-2
1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: "Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him.

Saints, once again only those selected by God can come to the Son and believe in him. God’s Spirit enables them to come. 

All those who have been invited to come to Jesus and have done so can rest assured that God was at work in their lives.

While the first part of this verse speaks of the collective group of believers, this second part speaks about the individual: 

“I will never reject them.” 

God’s word assures us that Jesus will always welcome the sincere seeker, and the seeker who comes to believe will never be rejected 

John 10:28-29
28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. 

38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 

Saints, Jesus did not work independently of God the Father, but in union with him: he came to do the will of God. 

This should give us even more assurance of being welcomed into God’s presence and being protected by him. 

All who respond positively to God’s call can be assured of his protection. 

John 17:11
Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 

The protection covers them in this life and for eternity. 
Our spiritual hunger and thirst are satisfied in this life, and we know in the future that we will be raised from the dead to live with Jesus forever. 

Yet the guarantee does not apply to superficial attachment. We must follow him wholeheartedly and commit our lives to him.

39 This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. 40 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day." 

Saints, all those who are among this group of believers can be assured of God’s promise of eternal life. 

Christ will not let his people be overcome by Satan. They will not be lost, and he will raise them to eternal life at the last day. 

However, this commitment must not be superficial, as was the “commitment” of those disciples who turned away (see 6:66). 

But those who believe will have eternal life. God values each person. Jesus demonstrated how valuable we are by his teaching: God sent the Son to earth; the Son came to earth; the Son promised to both preserve and to resurrect the ones he received from the Father.

Soon and Very soon, Jesus is about to appear, we are almost out of here!



1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  

Short Movie Slide> 

Acts 2:38-39
38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."

Let’s Pray!  

Benediction
"May The LORD bless you and keep you, May The LORD make His face shine upon you, May The LORD be gracious to you, May The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you His (Shalom) peace.”
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